Credit hour definition and conversion for Title IV eligibility reminder

(if your program is a clock hour program the following would not apply)

Definition

§ 600.2 Definitions.

* * * * *

Credit hour: Except as provided in 34 CFR 668.8(k) and (l), a credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an institutionally established equivalency that reasonably approximates not less than—

(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out of class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or trimester hour of credit, or ten to twelve weeks for one quarter hour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time; or

(2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic activities as established by the institution including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours.

We want to bring to your attention the following concern:

Some programs were converted from 720 clock hours 24 semester or 36 quarter credit hours to 900 hours 24 semester or 36 quarter credit hours using a minimum of 30 weeks of instructional time.

The regulations, as shown above, call for in (1) a minimum ratio of one classsroom hour to two hours of out of class work.

Our understanding is that schools in a 900 hour program must have a minimum of 300 hours of lecture in classroom and 600 hours of out of class work.

WE ARE SEEING MANY APRROVED CONVERSIONS WHERE THE REQUIRED RATIO OF 2 TO 1 IS NOT MET.  PLEASE TO BE SAFE, REVIEW YOUR PROGRAMS, GET SOME GUIDANCE FROM YOUR ACCREDITING AGENCY AND SECURE THAT RATIO.

PLEASE BE INFORMED THAT AS OF THIS MOMENT WE HAVE NOT HAD A SINGLE CASE WHERE OUR CONCERN  HAS BEEN ADDRESSED BY A PROGRAM REVIEW OR BY AN AUDIT.   THIS RULE IS FAIRLY NEW AND WE HAVE NOT HAD EXPERIENCE WITH THIS. 
WE ARE EXPRESSING OUR CONCERN  BASED ON WHAT HAS BEEN PUBLISHED BY USDE OR PRESENTED IN TRAINING SESSIONS.

ADDITIONALLY, SCHOOLS MUST CHECK THEIR ACREDITATION AGENCIES  AND SEE WHAT ARE THE MOST RECENTPOSITIONS ON THIS ISSUE.

PLEASE NOTE THAT ACCREDITING COMMISIONS USE A DIFFERENT RATIO THAN THAT OF USDE FOR ELIGIBILITY PURPOSES.

WE DO NOT WANT TO BE LATER IN A POSITION THAT USDE REJECTS THE PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.
